Chaos theory teaches us that boundaries between different fields are rife with creative potential. The interdisciplinary paper "Natural climatic changes and solar cycles: an analysis of hydrological time series" by Tomasino & Dalla Valle (2000) is a case in point. It presents evidence that climate patterns in quite different world regions show common traits that point to forcing external to the Earth's climate system. The authors' frequency analysis shows that the most plausible external forcing agent, the Sun's varying activity, is involved in the common features. The spectrum of variations in the level of Lake Victoria yields a peak at 11 years, the well known period of the sunspot cycle. Yet the strongest peak in the analysis of River Po discharges appears at 8.7 years, a wavelength that most astrophysicists and climatologists do not associate with solar activity. So an explanation is in order, especially as the time series of River Po discharges is used by the authors to forecast periods of droughts and floods as well as instances of slime bloom in the Adriatic Sea. 
